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The senior author of this paper has been traveling to Chile from the United States since 
1986 to botanize, collaborate, and learn about Chile’s native plants.  Since then, he has 
noticed a wonderful transformation in the Chilean people’s attitude toward their native 
plants. 
 
Back in the 1980’s, few Chileans were interested in or knew about their national 
treasure.  Since then, there have been many books published about Chile’s plants, 
there is better transportation that allows people to visit their beautiful country, there are 
native plant nurseries that grow and sell plants, and there is social media that allows 
people to discuss plants. Now, many people in Chile know about and love the flora of 
Chile. 
 
This presentation will explore the various ways that the people of Chile are engaging 
with and becoming interested in native plants.  There are organizations and institutions 
that teach about and inspire interest in native plants. In addition to these educational 
institutions, there are native plant nurseries, nature centers, botanical gardens, and 
medicinal plant groups. This presentation will also include trends that inspire citizens 
about native plants. This new awareness has motivated Chileans to protect their plants 
and to encourage politicians to conserve and protect lands with unique plants.  
 
The flora of Chile are currently facing unprecedented challenges from global climate 
change, invasive species, habitat fragmentation, and increased grazing of goats and 
other domestic animals. There are many reasons why native plants need to be 
protected: 
 

• Native plants are beautiful!  Many offer beautiful and showy flowers, colorful fruits 
and seeds, and offer colorful seasonal changes. 

• Native plants are more resistant to Chile’s weather conditions, as well as their 
diseases and pests, than non-native plants.  Pesticides and other chemicals are 
usually not as necessary when growing native plants.  This reduces chemicals in 
the landscape. 

• Native plants are more low-maintenance with minimal management. 



 

 

• Planting native plants is less damaging to local ecosystems than exotic plants. 

• Restoring native plant habitat preserves biodiversity by providing a protective 
landscape for birds, pollinators and other wildlife. 

• Native plants support a functioning ecosystem and are more sustainable 
because they require less water and less maintenance than exotic plants. 

• Chile’s native plants are the ecological basis upon which other native species, 
such as birds, insects, and mammals, depend upon. 

• Non-native, exotic plants from other countries may become invasive and 
outcompete the native plants and fragment the natural habitats. 

 
The people of Chile are appreciating and enjoying their native plants more and more! 
Now that they are more aware of the importance of their natural resources, it is time for 
them to come together at the local level.  Chileans need to support conservation efforts 
and to highlight the important connections between native plants, the ecosystem, and 
human health. They have the tools and the knowledge to take responsibility and to 
encourage the government and corporations to follow their lead. By engaging plant 
enthusiasts, steps can be taken for the conservation, management, awareness, and 
education of native plants. 


